EXPERT SCORECARD
Data masked; data omitted
Innovations for Poverty Action is an NGO in Freetown working with Search for Common Ground. We would like to ask you a few questions about your political perceptions and the debate you are about to watch, as part of a research project. All answers will be kept private, and your contact information will not be linked with your responses. We would appreciate your assistance in responding to the questionnaire, but participation is voluntary and there is no need to answer any question. Please note that we are a non-partisan organization, and are not affiliated with any political party. You will not receive any compensation for participating. If you are uncomfortable answering any specific question, just leave it blank.  lf you have any questions, or if problems arise, please contact IPA at 076492536. Please confirm your willingness to participate with Allyson Barnett, who is the Project Associate working on this project. Thanks for your help!
Which debate are you watching? 	District: _______________________
Constituency #:__________________
How well do you know the APC candidate from this constituency prior to watching the debate? Please circle one below:
a. Have never heard of candidate
b. Have heard of candidate, but don’t know much about them
c. Have heard much of candidate 
d. Know candidate personally
How well do you know the SLPP candidate from this constituency prior to watching the debate? Please circle one below:
a. Have never heard of candidate
b. Have heard of candidate, but don’t know much about them
c. Have heard much of candidate 
d. Know candidate personally
How well do you know the PMDC candidate from this constituency prior to watching the debate? Please circle one below:
a. Have never heard of candidate
b. Have heard of candidate, but don’t know much about them
c. Have heard much of candidate 
d. Know candidate personally
What is your own party affiliation? Please circle one below:
 APC 	   SLPP      PMDC 	Other Party 	Independent 	 None     Prefer not to Answer
Do you have family ties to any particular district? If so, which one? _______________________

Section A: Rating Responses to Individual Questions
Please rank each candidate’s response to each debate question on a scale of 1(worst) to 10 (best), and score the divergence of views expressed in each debate from 1 (very little variation) to 10 (large variation).  If there was no PMDC candidate in the debate you are watching, ignore the last column.	
	
	QUESTION SCORES
	APC
	SLPP
	PMDC

	1.
	Intro questions about themselves and their hobbies: 
How likeable did each candidate come across?
· On a scale of 1(not at all) to 10 (very likeable)
	
	
	

	2.
	Question about their first priority project for additional funding:  
How persuasive was their answer about their own top priority (was it clear, backed up with justification, feasible)?
· On a scale of 1 (very poor answer) to 10 (very persuasive)
	
	
	

	
	How much did the views expressed by candidates diverge?
· On a scale of 1 (candidates said the same thing) to 10 (candidates expressed opposite or completely different views)
	

	3.
	Question about the Constituency Facilitation Fund: 
How feasible/realistic is each candidate’s plan for using the CFF (noting budget of 44 million Leones)? 
· On a scale of 1 (impossible) to 10 (doable within the budget)?
	
	
	

	
	How much did the views expressed by candidates diverge?
· On a scale of 1 (candidates said the same thing) to 10 (candidates expressed opposite or completely different views)
	

	4.
	Question about uplifting the youth: 
How persuasive was their answer about how they would help the youth (was it clear, backed up with justification, feasible)?
· On a scale of 1 (very poor answer) to 10 (very persuasive)
	
	
	

	
	How much did the views expressed by candidates diverge?
· On a scale of 1 (candidates said the same thing) to 10 (candidates expressed opposite or completely different views)
	

	5.
	Question about the Gender Equity Bill:
How persuasive was their answer about whether they would vote for the 30% quota (did they give a clear yes or no, did they back up their answer with a clear argument)?
· On a scale of 1 (very poor answer) to 10 (very persuasive)
	
	
	

	
	How much did the views expressed by candidates diverge?
· On a scale of 1 (candidates said the same thing) to 10 (candidates expressed opposite or completely different views)
	

	6.
	Question about monitoring free health care
How persuasive was their answer about monitoring free health care provision (did they articulate a specific plan, how sensible/feasible is their proposal)?
· On a scale of 1 (very poor answer) to 10 (very persuasive)
	
	
	

	
	How much did the views expressed by candidates diverge?
· On a scale of 1 (candidates said the same thing) to 10 (candidates expressed opposite or completely different views)
	




	7.
	Qualifications (1of 2)
How well qualified is this candidate professionally to be an MP based on the qualifications stated in the debate (any relevant experience in public service or managing people)?
· 1 (no relevant qualification/experience) to 10 (well qualified)
	
	
	

	
	How much did the levels of professional qualifications expressed by candidates during the debates diverge?
· On a scale of 1 (candidates equally qualified) to 10 (candidates have very different levels of professional qualifications)
	

	8.
	Qualifications (2 of 2)
How well does the candidate appear to know the people and needs of his constituency?
· 1 (out of touch) to 10 (knowledgeable and locally connected)
	
	
	

	
	How much did the level of connectedness to the constituency expressed by the candidates during the debate appear to diverge?
· On a scale of 1 (candidates equally connected to constituency) to 10 (candidates have very different levels of connection to constituency)
	

	9.
	Local policy question 1
How persuasive was their answer to the first local policy issue (note this question varies across debates)?
· On a scale of 1 (very poor answer) to 10 (very persuasive)
	
	
	

	
	How much did the views expressed by candidates diverge?
· On a scale of 1 (candidates said the same thing) to 10 (candidates expressed opposite or completely different views)
	

	10.
	Local policy question 2
How persuasive was their answer to the second local policy issue (note this question varies across debates)?
· On a scale of 1 (very poor answer) to 10 (very persuasive)
	
	
	

	
	How much did the views expressed by candidates diverge?
· On a scale of 1 (candidates said the same thing) to 10 (candidates expressed opposite or completely different views)
	


	
Section C: Quick Summary Opinions
Place a check mark in the column for the appropriate candidate
	
	Summary Opinions
	APC
	SLPP
	PMDC

	1.
	Which candidate was most articulate?
	
	
	

	2.
	Which candidate was most persuasive?
	
	
	

	3.
	Which candidate had the best policies?
	
	
	

	4.
	Which candidate do you think has the most education?
	
	
	

	5.
	Which candidate do you think has the most experience in public office?
	
	
	

	6.
	With which candidate do you agree the most overall?
	
	
	

	7.
	Which candidate do you think is the best looking?
	
	
	

	8.
	Which candidate do you think is most likely to be corrupt if elected?
	
	
	

	9.
	Which candidate do you think is the wealthiest?
	
	
	

	10.
	Which candidate do you think has the most experience in Freetown?
	
	
	

	11.
	Which candidate do you think spends the most time talking and listening to his constituents?
	
	
	

	12.
	Which candidate would you most want to watch a football match with?
	
	
	

	13.
	Which candidate do you think is the most intelligent?
	
	
	

	14.
	Which candidate do you trust the most?
	
	
	

	15.
	Which candidate do you think would be the best leader?
	
	
	

	16.
	Which candidate do you think performed best overall in the debate?
	
	
	

	17.
	Which candidate do you think will win this election?
	
	
	

	18.
	If you had to vote for one of these MP candidates today, who would you vote for?
	
	
	

	19.
	Which candidate is the most politically connected?
	
	
	



Section C: Assessment of Overall Debate

1. What do you think was the main topic of policy difference between each of the candidates that came out of the debate of the issues discussed (e.g. number one budget priority, views on gender equality bill etc.)?

2. What do you think was the main personality or personal characteristics that differed between each of the candidates that came out of the debate?
[bookmark: _GoBack]
3. Which difference—policy or personality—do you think ultimately distinguished each of the candidates during the debate?

4. Did this particular debate reveal information that will help citizens make better voting choices? Please explain.


5. What is your overall summary judgment of each of the candidates in this debate?
